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Dr. Stephen M. Berk is a Professor of History at Union College in 
Schenectady, New York, Chair of the Department of History, 
Director of the Program in Comparative Communist Studies and 
Faculty Advisor to the Jewish Student Organization.  He is 
author of Year of Crisis, Year of Hope: Russian Jewry and the 
Pogroms of 1881-1882 (Greenwood Press, 1985). At the present 
time Professor Berk is writing a book entitled, Our People Are 
Your People: American Jewry and the Struggle for Civil Rights 

1854-1965. The book provides an interesting discussion of an extremely 
important chapter in the history of the civil rights movement and attempts to 
dispel the myths and misunderstandings that surround the Black-Jewish 
relationship. 

Professor Berk is also the author of many articles on Russian History, Russian 
Jewish History, anti-Semitism and American Policy in the Middle East. Professor 
Berk is frequently consulted by newspaper reporters and by television and radio 
stations including the BBC. He has lectured in numerous universities in countless 
cities and towns in the United States and Israel and is a primary speaker for the 
UJA, Israel Bonds and B'nai B'rith. 
 
Professor Berk is considered an absolutely superb lecturer and teacher. Touring 
with him has been compared to attending a "traveling university...his lectures 
are outstanding." He is always informative, interesting and entertaining. He has 
lectured as scholar-in-residence for us on many trips to Russia, Spain, the 
Caribbean, Eastern Europe, Europe and Israel. It is a privilege to have him with 
us! 
 


